68                                    LAKE ISSIK-KUL.

It will be noticed that the information which our pilgrim
gives about this " great clear lake" is such as might have
been acquired without a personal visit. Comparing the
combined accounts of the Records and the Life with the
descriptions given by later travellers, we are perhaps
justified in at least doubting whether the pilgrim actually
reached the Issik-kiiL Other travellers, Chinese and
western, agree in describing this lake as being actually
hot, at least near the banks, the only parts accessible
until lately. No mention, however, is made either in the
Records or the Life of the nature of the banks, of the
tribes who lived on them, or of the vestiges of a former
state of affairs. In connection with the statement that no
one dared to fish in the lake we may recall the fact that
the Syrians forbade any interference with the large tame
fish in the river Chalos, regarding the fish as divine.1
Our pilgrim was evidently told that the Lake was the
abode of mysterious powerful supernatural beings easily
excited and supposed to be malevolent It was by these
creatures that the waters, even when there was no wind,
were agitated, and monstrous billows put in motion. "Through
fear of these unseen beings also, apparently, the people
of the district did not dare to fish in the Lake.

Yuan-chuang  here  makes  the Issik-kiil  to  be   above
1000 li in circuit, and the Life makes it 1400 or 1500 li
in circuit, but some other Chinese authorities represent it
as only a few hundred li in circuit.
The pilgrim goes on the relate that
[from] Issik-kul going north-west he travelled above 500 li to
the city of the Su-she water which was six or seven li in circuit.
It was inhabited by traders  and Tartars  (J2w) from various
districts,- the country yielded millet,  wheat,  grapes, but trees
were  sparse;  its   climate was regular and its winds cold; the
people wore woollen (felt and serge) clothing.   To the west of
Su-she were  some tens  of isolated   cities  each with its own
governor but all under the rule of the Turks.
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